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inflicted not to wonder what sad sights might greet
his vision. To that extent he must have been pro-
foundly relieved to find Paris so peaceful. True, there
was a certain tension, and the mob and part of the
National Guard were still in possession of the Tuileries ;
but otherwise the citizens were going about their normal
avocations. If he had any doubts of how he himself
stood with the authorities they were speedily set at
rest by his new chief. Far from wishing to throw him
overboard the Republic recognised his worth and the
value of his experience. He had been recalled to
receive his instructions on being appointed Minister
Plenipotentiary at Madrid. He was promoted.
Lamartine said to him: " We are at the beginning
of a Revolution here: we cannot tell if foreigners will
be friendly to us. It is important for us that things
should be quiet in Spain. You know the Court, the
representatives of the different parties, and the popula-
tion at large; and you have left a very good impression
behind you. What I want you to do is to proceed to
the Madrid Embassy, because, in the event of a foreign
war, a good understanding with Spain is equivalent to
200,000 men on the Pyrenean frontier."
De Lesseps was urged to set out without delay on
his important mission. But as he was ready to leave,
an extract from a Spanish newspaper reached him, in
which it was stated that the people of Paris, after
having seized the Tuileries, had stolen the things left
there by the Spanish princess who was the wife of
the Due de Montpensier. The French royal family
in their hurried flight had left all their most valuable
effects behind them, and the Infanta's jewellery was